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" One hundred thousand men suffer ten thousand
casualties and confess themselves beaten: they retreat
before the victors who have lost as many men, if not
more. Moreover, neither the one side nor the other
knows, when retiring, either what numbers they have
lost themselves or what the casualties have been on the
opposite side'* (General Cardot). It is not, therefore,
the physical fact of having sustained losses, still less a
comparison between losses, which makes them yield,
and withdraw, give up fighting, abandon to the enemy
the disputed ground the conquest of which marks the
beginning of victory.

" Ninety thousand vanquished men withdraw before
ninety thousand victors merely because they have had
enough of it, and they have had enough of it because
they no longer believe in victory, because they are
demoralised) because their moral resistance is exhausted "
(General Cardot), (merely moral: for the physical
situation is the same on both sides). It was with this
in his mind that Joseph de Maistre wrote: "A battle
lost is a battle one thinks one has lost; for," he added,
** a battle cannot be lost physically." Therefore, it can
only be lost morally. But then, it is also morally that
a battle is won, and we may extend the aphorism by
saying: A battle won9 is a battle in which one will not
confess oneself beaten.

Von Brack, Frederick being already dead, was
passing by an old castle in Silesia. 'A coat of arms stood
on the door: two stags fighting each other and the
motto : The more stubborn conquers. " Here is the true
source of success,'* said that man of arms. Victory
means will.

Concerning this capital importance of moral in war,
concerning also the nature of the cause which determines
a decision, an issue, more particularly in battle, in-
numerable proofs and quotations might be advanced.
Let us be content to recall Bugeaud who, in his narrative
of the battle of Arly, shows us the enemy in flight
without a single shot having been fired, merely because
troops advanced*

" O moral Power," he concludes, " thou art the
prince of armies 1"

" Demoralisation," says General Cardot, " is the
ultimate end, the efficient cause and true explanation of